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Curriculum Overview
Year Five and Six

 Autumn Term 
[image: image13.jpg]



Mrs Meehan
Reading:
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During our daily whole class reading lessons, children will develop their inference, prediction, explaining, retrieving, sequencing/summarising skills as well as broadening their vocabulary. Our first unit focuses on the text ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. We look forward to exploring tales from the rainforest. 
Writing:
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For our Writing, we will be introducing new literature to expand the children’s understanding of the different cultures and experiences that go on around the world we live in. we will continue to use the structure that we have been following to break down the content, enjoy hook lessons but it will be based around a book we are reading in class. In our first half term, we will be building our skills to write a narrative as well as a letter. During each writing lesson, we will also have time to focus on our grammar skills. For our first writing outcome, we will be using expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials, speech punctuation and descriptive language to describe characters and the setting. 
Specific stand-alone spelling and handwriting lessons continue to form part of our English timetable to develop understanding of spelling rules, improving our letter formation and handwriting skills, where we will be developing consistency in letter size, fluency in writing and finding our own handwriting style.
Mathematics:
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We will be following the White Rose Maths scheme of learning for Mathematics but adding our own twist by using concrete resources in all lessons so that all of the children can independently, confidently understand their learning. We will begin by looking at place value, where the children can practise their understanding of what each digit represents. We will then move on to addition and subtraction. These can be two tricky units and we encourage you to support at home with the weekly Maths homework and by reading the note home with information and support. Much challenge will be offered and we encourage the use of BBC Bitesize, where you will find videos and activities to support your children’s learning. In Autumn term 2, we will begin the term by exploring multiplication and divisions and we will then move on to fractions. 
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Science – The Human Body and Classifications of Living Things.
This half term we will be exploring the topic ‘The human body.’ We hope you enjoy the take home tasks suggested that have been linked to the first two Science topics of this academic year. During the first half term, we will look at the first stages of human growth, puberty as well as comparing how human and animals have different lengths and stages of growth.
In Autumn term 2, we will be learning about ‘Classification of Living Things’ - we will look at plants, animals, fungus and classifying different organisms. 
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Religious Education:
Our Religious Education learning each half term is based around a ‘Big Question’, which we try to answer through stories, discussions, planned activities and group work. We will be exploring the Big Question, ‘What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and loving?’ in RE this half term.
 In Autumn two we will be exploring the Big Question, ‘Creation and science: conflicting or complementary?’
History – Ancient Maya
In this unit, we will learn:
· Locating Mayan civilisation
· Maya society hierarchy and governance

· Religion and Mayan gods

· Mayan maths, writing and astronomy

· Architecture and agriculture

· The Maya mystery and decline
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Geography – Spatial Sense
Within this unit we will learn:
· To be able to read and understand how to use a range of maps 

· To understand that cartographers draw imaginary lines to divide the world into sections. Lines of latitude are parallel to the equator running from east to west. Lines of longitude run from north to south. 

· To know there are four hemispheres. The Equator divides the Southern and Northern hemispheres, and the Prime Meridian divides the Eastern and Western hemispheres. 

· To use coordinates to locate places on a map.
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Computing – Coding and writing skills
[image: image9.png]/B



To begin the year, children will continue to develop their understanding of programming using our computing programme; Purple Mash. During this half term we will also be exploring online safety, to ensure children know how to keep themselves safe online. 
In Autumn term 2, children will continue to develop their understanding of how to stay safe online using our computing programme; Purple Mash. During this half term we will also be exploring a unit where the children will learn about blogging and create their own blogs. 

Art and Design - Making Mayan Masks and printing
This will connect to their history learning, the children will use lino carving tools to carve patterns and designs to make their own patterns and designs. They will explore shape, colour and pattern. 
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Music – Dynamics
By the end of the unit the children will be able to:
· Engage in discussion about the sounds of an orchestral piece.

· Have a selection of varied vocabulary in response to what they hear.

· Change dynamics and pitch, differentiating between the two.

· Take the role of conductor or follow a conductor.

· Change texture within their group improvisation and talk about its effect.
In Autumn 2, children will be practising their songs for their upcoming Christmas Performance. 
PSHE- Think Positive and Digital Well-Being
In this half term. We will be exploring topics to support with children’s self-esteem and mental strength. We will be looking at strategies we can use to have a positive mind-set and how important it is to have self-belief. 
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Physical Education:

This half term we will be focusing on our fitness in one session and then badminton in our other session. We will also be making good use of our new daily mile track. 
Our PE days will be Wednesday and Thursdays. 
Helping at Home:
Help at home is greatly appreciated. In addition to supporting your child with their weekly homework and take home tasks, below are some ideas of how you can further support your child’s achievement and learning:
· Read at least three times a week, asking your child key comprehension questions. Questions to ask your child and areas to consider can be found in many school reading books at the back of the book. A comprehension question sheet is also available upon request. 
· Engage in learning times tables up to 12 x 12 off by heart. 
· Read our weekly noticeboard to see what we have been working on in English and Maths. These skills can be discussed with your child to further deepen their understanding. 
As you can see, it promises to be an exciting half term! We look forward to seeing the children settle into Year five and six.
Best wishes,
Mrs Meehan
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